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To prepare a global framework core data layers for the UN systems, along the lines of the International Boundaries and the SALB databases.  
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List of Tasks

The Fifth meeting agreed that the Inventory Report prepared by the TG2 should be completed.

Activities completed:

The main activity of the TG2, that is preparation of the Inventory Report was completed and published as an FAO document. (Its preparation and printing was carried out by the FAO poverty mapping project, thanks to the funds provided by the Government of Norway.)
Conclusions:

The main findings of the Inventory report are summarized on pp 21-22. Other important conclusions of the report are:
· Publicly available global vector data libraries which contain multiple and differentiated layers of information representing spatial features such as roads, rivers and populated places are currently available at only four broad scales: 1:1 million, 1:3 million, 1:5 million and 1:10 million.
· The best baseline for vector data poverty mapping and emergency response is the Vector Smart Map Level 1 (VMap1) data library. This baseline supports global reference mapping and potential spatial analysis at a scale of 1:250 000, which is not generally available to most development practitioners.
· There has been a recent and significant improvement in the availability of higher resolution derivative satellite and anthropogenic raster databases. This includes: multi-resolution and multi-temporal satellite image and land cover baselines, higher resolution digital elevation baselines, a variety of combined human population and census baselines, and multi-temporal climatological databases.
